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A guidance webinar



History of the Alternate Assessment

 The mandates of the 1997 reauthorization of the IDEA required
all students to participate in state and local testing programs.

« The Elementary and Secondary Education Act allowed for 1
percent proficiency performance to be counted from the
alternate assessment on grade-level achievement students.

« In 2015, the Every Students Succeeds Act changed the
alternate assessment to a 1 percent total participation of the
alternate assessments reserved for students with the most
significant disabilities.
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1 percent cap purpose

 The 1.0 percent cap is based on current incidence
rates of students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities

« Alimit is required to ensure a thoughtful application
of alternate achievement standards and to protect
IEP teams from pressure to assign low-performing
students to assessments and standards that are
Inappropriately restricted in scope
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1 percent cap

* The reauthorization of ESEA as the Every Student Succeeds
Act (ESSA), placed a 1 percent cap on participation in the
alternate academic achievement standards.

 LEA’s may have a disproportionate number of students with
significant disabilities based on proximity to special facilities or
services or a smaller LEA.

* An LEA exceeding the cap must submit information to the State
justifying the need to exceed the 1 percent cap.
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Justification Form

L.0 Percent Participation
Justification Form 2017-13

The Every Student Succeeds Act (E554) requires sach district and charter school to complete and submit a
justification when it anticipates excesding 1.0 percent of students 2ssessed in a subject area with the
NCENTEND! alternate assessment Tustifications from sach district and charter school will be reviewsd by the
Horth Carolina Depanment of Public Instruction (MCDET), and follow up actions will be determined bazed on the
infermation found in the justificatior document. Saff from the Exceptional Children and Accountability
Divizions in sach district and charter schoal zhould o to provide the foll infonmation on the
justification document. Fesponse: to nusbers 14 are required, it iz optional to include 2dditional information
(zee page 3). This justification document will be publicly pested As such, the document must not contsin anv
personally identifiable information. If necessary, additional pages may be attached to thiz form.

1. Enter contact information for the primary dismicy/'charter school staff member responzible for overseeing the

completion of the fustification form.
3-Digit LEA/Charter Code: District/Charter Name:
Contact Name: ‘Contact Title:
Contact Phone No.: ‘Contsct E-Mail:

1. Enter 2 description of how the district'charter schoe] will assure that Indnadualized Education Program (IEF)
teams are adhering to the eligibility criteria as eutlined m the Tasting Students with Disgbiliter publication
when dets=rmining smadest eligibility for participation in the afternate asseszment.

3. Enter a desciiption of how any disproportionality among race, gender, or socloeconomic status groups is
defined and plans for how that disproportionality will be addressed.

= Description of how amy disproportionality amons race, gender, or :0Ci0eCORAmMIC Hatus groups iz
defined:

= Plan: for how disproperticnality will be addressed:

4. Enter additional fustification of variables not covered but desmed ezzential to imderstanding why the
district/charter school has a higher rate of alternate assessment participation.

NCDPLDivision of Accouseability Services 1

%P Public Schools of North Carolina

March 218

Siguntures

Superiztendent Charter School Director Date
Exceptional Childres Director Date
LEA/Charter Test Coordinator Diate

The conzpluted justification form nuust be signed by the superintendent/charter schoel dizector, sxceptional
children's director, and testing :o-g;d:hnm: ‘5:: form gt be scammed and emniled to
alternateasespment@ dia ve gov ay 4,

The WEDPI will netify disericts/'charter schools in writing If funtker infornation is needad and will inchede next
stups. For questions, please comtact your Exceptional Children Director or Raglonal Accoustability Coordinator

Note: See page 3 for additional information that can be included but is not required

NCDPDivision of’ Accoussabilily Serviees 2 March 2008



file:///C:/Users/Matthew.Martinez/Downloads/memo-1percent-justification.pdf

What constitutes a significant
cognitive disability?
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A significant cognitive disability Is

« deficits in cognitive and adaptive behavior functioning that are
significantly below age expectations and prevents the student
from attaining grade level achievement standards, even with
substantial modifications and accommodations.

* requiring extensive individualized instruction across multiple
settings to access and make progress in the learning
environment.

« using substantially adapted materials and individualized
methods of accessing information in alternative ways.
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A significant cognitive disability is not

» aresult of excessive absences, social, cultural and economic
differences, identification as an English Learner, pre-determined poor
performance on grade level assessments and/or an administrator
decision.

 AnIQ score alone

* A history of poor performance on state assessments and/or deficient
reading scores

» The student’s disability category, educational placement, type of
instruction, and/or amount of time receiving special education services.

« Sensory (visual or auditory) or physical disabilities; emotional-
behavioral disabilities; or a specific learning disability
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The eligibility requirements
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Students eligible for the NCExtend 1 must

Have a current IEP

« Enrolled in grades 3-8, 10, or 11 according to
Powerschool

 Must be instructed in the Extended Content
Standards in ALL assessed content areas for the
past 120 days (best practice)

Have a significant cognitive disability
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Who makes the determination
for NCExtend 1 eligibility?
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The IEP team makes the eligibility decision

IV. Alternate Assessment Justification
If the student is participating in any alternate assessment(s), explain why the regular testing program, with or
without accommodations, is not appropriate and why the selected assessment is appropriate: CINA

Alternate Assessment Justification
If the student is participating in any alternate assessment(s), explain why the regular testing program, with
or without accommodations, is not appropriate, and why the assessment is appropriate:
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NCExtend 1 by Grade Level

 Grades 3, 4, 6, 7 ELA and Mathematics
e Grades 5, 8 ELA, Mathematics and Science
« Grade 10 English Il, Math | and Biology

e Grade 11 ELA, Math and Science Combined
IN one assessment
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Course Codes

Students must be enrolled in classes with the
letter A in the 5% code area

2003AZ0 |Math Grade 3
3008AY0 Science Grade 8
9211AX0 |English II

Course codes AZ for elementary, AY for middle
and AX for high school
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North Carolina At A Glance



Data from 2016-2017

SLD-18 SLD -12 SLD-8 SLD 7 SLD5 SLD 8
Mild 172 Mild 195 Mild 209 Mild 187 Mild 194 Mild 201
1257 LEP 144 1261 LEP 118 1281 LEP 121 1181 LEP 110 1215 LEP 115 1282 LEP 105

SLD 8 SLD7
Mild 209 Mild 107
1280 LEP121 1280 LEP 105

SLD 1 SLD1 SLD 1
Mild 152 Mild 152 Mild 152
2016-2017 1053 LEP 71 2016-2017 1051 LEP 71 2016-2017 1050 LEP 71
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Guidance document

. http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/policies/tswd/ncextend1
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Released Form (Includes ltems from the Assessor Booklet,
ipulative Cards, and Reading ions for ELA/Reading Tests)

NCEXTEND1 Math | Assessment - Grade 10 (pdf, 1.7mb)

NCEXTEND1 Biology Assessment - Grade 10 (pdf, 1.7mb)

NCEXTEND1 Mathematics Assessment - Grades 3-5 (pdf, 954kb)

NCEXTEND1 Mathematics Assessment - Grades 6-8 (pdf, 1mb)

NCEXTEND1 Science Assessment - Grade 5 (pdf, 1mb)
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NCEXTEND1 ELA/Reading - Grade 4 (pdf, 3mb)
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* Glossary: NCDPI has provided the 150 Most Frequent Words for Beginning Writers document as
a glossary for the independent reading portion of the NCEXTEND 1 Language Arts/Reading grade
3-8, and 10 assessments. The frequently used words are intended to be taught with flexibility of
use and to increase sentence structure across the grades. Therefore, students should learn words
throughout a variety of contexts. This document is not intended to limit the words students can
read and write in a classroom setting but to provide familiar words for assessment purposes.

Graphies: The manipulatives are nearly 100% standardized on the 2012-13 NCEXTEND1
assessments. This means that almost all graphics in each answer option is the same across
concepts (i.e., if a graphic of a lake is used for an item in science and language aris, it will be the

same lake graphic).
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Resources

NCEO Brief #12, April 2017

« http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/policies/ts
wd/ncextendl

« http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/accountability/policy
operations/tswd/tswdgd1718.pdf

e https://ec.ncpublicschools.gov/disability-
resources/significant-cognitive-disabilities
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Where to find the webinar
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Questions?

Matthew Martinez
matthew.martinez@dpi.nc.qgov
919 807 4059



mailto:matthew.martinez@dpi.nc.gov

